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Expert on Extremism 




By Willard Clopton Jr. 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

One thing the New Left and 
Par Right agree on is that 
Gordon Hall is Way Out. 

Robert Welch, leader of the 
John Birch Society, calls Hall 
a “slimy character.” The late 
Malcolm X dubbed him a 
“white mercenary.” American 
Nazi George Lincoln Rockwell 
says Hall is “the lowest and 
vilest man I know.” Vietcong 
sympathizers at Berkley hoot- 
ed him off the platform. 

The object of this abuse is 
a tall, mild-seeming Bostonian 
who has spent nearly half his 
44 years investigating and lec- 
turing on extremist -groups. 
He gave four talks in the 
Washington area over the' 
weekend. 

Hall’s career on the political 
fringes has led him to form 
some pithy judgments on the 
nature of extremism and some 
of its foremost practitioners. 

“I don’t feel that we’re 
about to be engulfed by either 
the Marxist Left or the Know- 
Nothing Right,” he said dur- 
ing an interview. 

Could Go Either Way 

“On the other hand, I don’t 
think there’s anything in our 
system that insures that we 
never will be. If we should 
have a really bad economic 
collapse, the country could go 
either way, left or right. 

“Should the left ever get 
control, at least they would 
know what to do with power. 
They have a general program, 
with China and Castro and 
the Soviet Union for models. 

“But a right-wing coup 
would be something else en- 
tirely. I’ve studied and talked 
with the rightist leaders 
enough to know that they 
don’t have a glimmer of what 
they would do about running 
the country. If Welch ever 
took over, he’d probably be 
toppled an hour later by the 
Minutemen.” 

Hall estimates that about 7 
million Americans are in- 



volved in fringe politics. He 
counts about 1000 organiza- 
tions on the ultra-right and 
about 150 on the far left. 

Of them all, the Birch So- 
ciety is most likely to endure, 
he says, mainly because of the 
personality of Welch. 

“He is a poor speaker— I 
call him the Casey Stengel of 
American radicalism. Yet he 
is a man who spent 35 years 
of his adult life in the main- 
stream of American business, 
and he has brought to the So- 
ciety all of the dynamics of a 
modem corporation. 

“His headquarters is stream- 
lined, efficiently run, with 150 
employes, a shipping room, 
postage machines, bulletins to 
members, all the trappings.” 

Meet Regularly 

According to Hall, local 
Chapters of the Society hold 
regular monthly meetings, fol- 
lowing strict agendas and ac- 
tivity checklists. “If a member 
is supposed to write a nasty 
letter to Sen. Fulbright or 
somebody, he’d better be able 
to produce a carbon.” 

Welch has claimed the So- 
ciety has between 60,000 and 
100,000 ■ members, but Hall 
thinks the figure is nearer 
32,000. 

He considers Welch a “sin- 
cere, true believer. If he were- 
n’t he wouldn’t commit such | 
unbelievable tactical errors as 
labeling Eisenhower a tool of j 
the Communist conspiracy. I 
know he is sincere because 
every time he sees me, he 
{.urns white, quivers and 
screams.” / 

Hall regards the Ku Klux 
Klan as another potent radical 
force. 



Extremes 



Sees Klan Resurgence 

“The Klan is having a real 
resurgence,” he said. “Its 
membership is up to about 
40,000. I think it is significant 
that the Klan was allowed to 
man a booth at the recent 
North Carolina State Fair.” 

Hall believes that a number 
of so-called extremist leaders 
and groups have been largely 
the creatures of publicity. He 
so classifies the late Malcolm 
X and the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee as 
led by Stokely Carmichael. 

' “Malcolm was an overinflat- 
ed bag of wind — one of the 
most singularly ignorant men 
I’ve known, as regards knowl- 
edge of history and public af- 
fairs. His forcefulness as a 
speaker was mistaken for bril- 
liance. 

“A myth has grown up that 
in the period just before his 
assassination, he was moving 
toward the mainstream of the 
civil rights movement. Actual- 
ly, an analysis of the series of 
lectures he gave during the 
six months before his death 
shows clearly that he was 
moving in the direction of the 
Peking wing of American 
communism. 

Blames the Press 

“I fault the press,” Hall 
went on, “for representing the 
(Black Muslims as a national 
movement of real influence. 
Its membership never exceed- 
ed 13,000. 

“Malcolm’s group, the Orga- 
nization for Afro-American 
Unity, never had more than 75 
members.” 

According to Hall, the 
Student Nonviolent Coordinat- 
ing Committee has only about 
150 paid-up members, and has] 1 
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reaped publicity far out of 
proportion to its size. 

“Because they are inexperi- 
enced, immature and impa- 
tient, the SNOC people make 
charges that are as irresponsi- 
ble and false as those uttered 
by leaders of the Klan. 

“Yet, because the cause that 
underlies part of the SNCC 
thrust is just, the demagogue- 
ry is overlooked. A reverse 
McCarthyism is afoot in the 
land, perpetrated by people 
who appear to represent just 
causes. What we -would never 
tolerate in McCarthy, we tend 
to tolerate in Stokely Carmi- 
chael.” 

Hall dismisses Carmichael 
as “a young man who I think 
really likes street fighting. 

“If Lester Maddox is elect- 
ed Governor of Georgia, he 
| should send a telegram of 
thanks to Stokely. That busi- 



ness in Atlanta, very likely, felt like throwing, up after) quately the doings of extrem- 



tipped the scales Maddox’s 



watching pornographic, films list groups, he charged. ‘In 



way.” 

Of the slogan “Black Pow- 



for seven hours. I should) community 
think 20 minutes would be ! editors tell 



after community, 
me they’d like to 



er,” Hall says: “Power in the 
United States should go to 
those who 'seek it and know 
how to exercise it responsibly. 
It shouldn’t matter if they are 
white or Negro.” 

The “New Left,” says Hall, 
is “a catchy journalistic 
phrase that signifies nothing 
really new. The left in ‘this 
country has always had its- 
roots in Marxism. The ar- 
guments of the New Left are 
astonishingly similar to the 
Communist appeals of the 
1930s. 

. “Although the American] 
Communist Party has only 
T about 12,000 members, they 
I are experienced and effective. 

| ‘Tragic Waste’ 

“The fact that they can -gjet 
out the picket lines is demp'n- 
i-n a great many public demon- 
strations, especially the anti-, 
.war marches. The bulk of the 
people involved in these dem- 
onstrations are in no sense 
Communists, but the various 
wings of the Party have had 
a hand in the arrangements.” 

The involvement of thou- 
sands of Americans in far- 
right “hate” groups is “a trag- 
ic waste of human talents 
and energy,” Hall says. He be- 
lieves that sexual maladjust- 
ment underlies much of their 
behavior. 

“Some of these groups 
spend three-fourths of their 
meetings dwelling on alleged 
homosexuality -and sex perver- 
sion in high places,” he said, 

“A woman at a meeting in 
Massachusetts told me > she 



enough to disgust a normal 
person.” 

Hall was born in Queens, 
N.Y., the youngest of nine 
children. His. father died 
when he was a year old, his 
mother was an -alcoholic and 
he dropped out of high school 
to go to work. - He became an 
office boy for an aircraft firm 
and .worked up to being pay- 
master for 10,000 employes. 

During World War II, he 
spent 31 months of Army serv- 
ice in the Aleutian Islands. 
In that time, he said, he read 
more than 1000 books — the 
start of a lifelong program of 
self -education. 

| After the war he decided to 
[make a career of his growing 
concern about , extremism. He 
says he has compiled an ex- 
tensive file system on the sub- 



do -something, but can’t afford : 
to stick their necks out.” ] 

The current, era marks “the) 
third high-water mark” of ex.-) 
tremism in American, history, | 
Hall said, the others . being the) 
Know-Nothing period after 
the Civil War and the -leftist 
phase of the Great Depres- 
sion. -• •• 

“We will always have some 
of it, since a lot of unortho- 
doxy is part of the nature of 
a free system, but I do think it 
is getting beyond reasonable 
bounds today,” he said. 

“I can’t explain it. This is 
an Age of Anxiety that must 
baffle the psychiatrists. 

“I think we have to under- 
stand that good and evil are 
always in conflict in the hu- 



jeet arid is ofteh consulted by 
law enforcement and other au- 
thorities in and out of govern- 
ment! 

He "earns his living by writ- 
ing and lecturing. His work 
has subjected him to regular 
abuse and harassment and 
several beatings. An unsuc- 
cessful attempt was once 
made to kidnap the youngest 
of his two sons. 



man personality. Ours is a 
booster society and to admit 
that gees against our eham- 
ber-of-commerce attitude. But 
I ^ tiger in all of us is con- 
stantly competing with the 
lamb, and a recognition of this 
is the beginning of -wisdom.” 



Won’t Stick Necks Out 



Hail believes one difficulty 
in dealing with extremism is 
“the ignorance and naivete of 
many average Americans who 
are willing to believe an orga- 
nization’s claims that it is 
merely conservative, patriotic 
or anti-Communist.” 

Except for “a dozen-odd 
really good newspapers,” the 
press has failed to report ade-. 



